
heartland
NEW MEXICO LLC

848 S. Camino del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM
505.867.4077

Office Solutions is now open with office space as low as
$525/Mo (long-term) or $9/hr (short-term). Weekly rates also
available. Come in and take a look!
Our Real Estate Services cover Homes and Vacant Land in
southern Sandoval County.

Serving Placitas, Bernalillo, Rio Rancho, Santa Ana Pueblo and Sandia Pueblo, New Mexico

SIGNPOSTSIGNPOST
T H E S A N D O V A L

To place a classified ad in this section,
E-mail or fax your ad inquiry to: 
classifieds@sandovalsignpost.com or (fax) 505-867-3870.
Visit www.sandovalsignpost.com to view ad rates 
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810 for details. 
(Includes free monthly posting on the Signpost Web site.) FOR SALE: HOMES/LAND

ANIMALS / ANIMAL SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

TWO BIT FARM AND TACK REPAIR. 
Horse boarding, training, and sales. 

Manure delivery available. 
www.twobitfarm.com or 867-9139

Traveling?
Your pets can relax at home
under our care.

ANIMAL PEOPLE LLC

In-Home PetVisits
Insured

Janice Glowski

867-4228
www.animalpeople.us

DON’T PAY A FORTUNE to heat your home. Live in this
full adobe home great wintertime solar gain. Saltillo tile
and interior exposed adobe in Ranchos. Two bedrooms,
two baths, artist’s studio and den, two-car garage. Mag-
nificent Views. $395,000 Carol Skees Re/Max Elite 350-
0911.

CASH! SOLD REAL ESTATE? CARRIED FINANCING?
I will buy your mortgage/contract. Call for quote. Pat
O’Brien (505) 823-2877.

ONE ACRE ABOVE SPRING in the village of Placitas.
No covenants, great views. $75,000. Call 867-9657.
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~ THE ANIMAL~ THE ANIMAL HOTLINE ~HOTLINE ~
A NONPROFIT COMMUNITY SERVICE FOR LOST & FOUND PETS.

Listings are free and published in the Signpost.
Call Dave—867-6135 

—Placitas Animal Rescue—
Dogs, cats, and puppies for adoption. Donations of pet

food/funds always welcome. Inexpensive spay-and-
neuter shuttle service available. Call us at 867-0004.

WILDLIFE REHABILITATOR. Injured or orphaned
birds, mammals, or snakes. Call Linda Perini at 867-8317
for assistance.

HELPING PAWS ACROSS BORDERS—Volunteer Vet-
erinary Professionals 2nd Spay and Neuter Clinic. Loca-
tion: Sosua Dominican Republic. Clinic date:
August-September 2007. Desperate need of antibiotics,
flea and tick preventative, Ivermectrin, surgical instru-
ments and supplies. Airline miles and monetary dona-
tions also needed. Contact: Angie Cherry at 867-6837 or
forus4@msn.com. Drop off or mail donations at: 211
Camino de las Huertas, Placitas, New Mexico 87043. Visit:
AAASousa.com for info. P.S. Thanks to all who helped
with our Mexico Clinic—it was a great success).

ALL CREATURES PETSITTING. Loving, fun care. Vaca-
tion, business, emergencies. Placitas/Bernalillo. Call
Karen at 977-0426.

RESPONSIBLE COLLEGE STUDENT will care for your
pets and horses. Housesitting available. Contact Meredith
at 463-3362 or reyme@rhodes.edu.

WANTED: HOST FAMILIES in Bernalillo, Placitas, Al-
buquerque, and surrounding areas for incoming Foreign
Exchange Students. See our website @ www.iseusa.com.
For more information, call local Area Representative:
Jamie Grant at # 363-0684. 

C L A S S E S
PIANO LESSONS AND MUSIC THEORY. Elementary
to intermediate level. BA Music UNM, Member MTNA.
Call Clara Young at 867-3794.

WANTED

SPANISH INSTRUCTION FOR INDIVIDUALS OR
GROUPS. Non-traditional teaching with emphasis on

oral communication. Interpreting and translation 
services available: www.sospanyol.com

D E S T I N A T I O N S

Historic Toadlena Trading Post
and Weaving Museum

Featuring great exhibits and the
finest antique and contempo-

rary Navajo and Two Grey Hills
rugs and tapestries available.

~ OPEN DAILY ~

505-789-3267 • P. O. Box 8014 • Newcomb, NM 87455
TOADLENA@HOTMAIL.COM

www.ToadlenaTradingPost.com

BUILDING MATERIALS

ROMERO LUMBER
• Big savings on #2-9’ landscaping RR Ties.

Also 1’-9’ in Grades 1 & 2 
• Santa Fe Brown and Sedona Red gravel 

• Flagstone in stunning colors • Designs available on 
flagstone. East Mountain cement—cart-away

Delivery Available VISA / MASTERCARD
836-4107 (Albq.) or 832-4604 (Edgewood)

—”For Sale: Homes/Land,” continued next page

ART / MUSIC

CUSTOM STAINED GLASS WINDOW(S) FOR YOUR
HOME. No project too small. For an appointment to hear
your ideas and get prices, please call Vicki at 867-9723 or
e-mail to: tms_of_nm@comcast.net. Also, if you have al-
ways wanted to learn how to cut glass—consider a 1-hour
introductory class: $35.00. 

WWW.PLACITASHOMESEARCH.COM—No personal
information required. No need to give your name, email,
phone. Search for homes or land. No one will contact
you. www.PlacitasHomeSearch.com.

$174,000 PLACITAS 2BR. Bring a little finish work to this
affordable home on 2 secluded acres in Placitas. Exposed
adobe, exposed beams, saltillo tile, spacious kitchen, 725
sq. ft. garage/barn with horse stalls. Call Dave @ 263-
2266, Placitas Realty 867-8000.

PLACITAS $439,000. Fantastic detail and color in this
brand new custom 2,222 sq. ft., 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home
overlooking las Huertas Creek! Includes 2 kiva fireplaces,
wonderful open kitchen, granite counters, 2 portals, radi-
ant heat, 2-car garage, 8/10 acre with lots of trees, beauti-
ful landscaping and more. 867-8000 Placitas Realty,
263-2266 Dave.

19 ACRES IN PLACITAS. Utilities close. Just 1/2 mile off
paved road near the Village. Only $269,000. Huge Sandia
Views! Dave 867-8000 Placitas Realty.

WAX-TO-BRONZE WORKSHOP • 4th Sat. Of Month
INSTRUCTION, ALL SUPPLIES, LUNCH 

AND FINISHED BRONZE—$115
Kate Reightley Studio—Ph. 899-0140

NEW DAY PET & PLANT CARE—Vet experience, horti-
cultural degree, and recent training in Southwestern
plants and landscaping. Licensed. Also, four adorable res-
cued kittens need new homes—free! Call 867-0717.

Placitas band “ROCK ZONE” 
Available for parties and other events. Classic Rock, 

Rockabilly, Country Rock, Blues, and Originals. 
“A splendid time will be had by all.” Call 867-1620.

• Now available from private collector • 

3 Robert Rivera gourds
early work from 1980s 

details at
oznasbooks@cox.net • 402-342-7870

REAL ESTATE DRAFTING—Accurate and impartial measuring and
computer-generated drafting done to scale by professional staff.

Drawings include floor plan, room dimensions, overall square footage.
Services start at 50 cents/sq.ft. 3D plans and quick turnaround available.

Call Max Vasher at REX Drafters—505-615-0696.
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NEW TO BERNALILLO—YOUR HOMETOWN 
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST. Skilled in medical,
craniosacral, Reiki, deep tissue, triggerpoint, and chil-
dren’s massage. Also, detox foot bath, spa treatments. 
Senior discounts and gift cards available. By appontment
only. Call Emily L. Griego: (office) 505-771-2356; (cell)
505-259-8706.

ALLSTATE PORTABLE BUILDINGS (garages, cabins,
storage). We will match the roof line and/or stucco color
of your home or existing structure. Monday through Fri-
day 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
3800 Highway 528, Rio Rancho 87144. 771-3230.

BIG VIEWS! $460,000. Nearly new 3 BR, 2BA, custom
home with panoramic views in Placitas! Fantastic in-
door/outdoor living space. 2,257 sq. ft. plus 2-car garage.
Awesome custom kitchen (with island). 3 kiva fireplaces.
Great home for entertaining. Open floor plan with huge
great room. Price reduced! Motivated Sellers! Placitas Re-
alty 867-8000, Dave 263-2266.

FOR SALE: Two matching accent chairs—like new,
striped fabric in coral, aqua, and ecru. Comfy Century
armchair, custom-upholstered in pale salmon fabric. Also,
small Charbroil propane outdoor grill, never used. Sell at
give-away prices. Phone: 867-6121.

FOR SALE: 2000 BUICK LESABRE runs great, must sell.
4-door V-6, good on gas, $3,900. Will consider any reason-
able offer. 771-9587.

41 NEW ACRE LOTS $129,000-$159,000. Level, one acre
lots in Placitas (some adjoining Public land). 360 degree
views of Sandias, Jemez, Mesas, Mt Taylor, Cabezon. In-
clude paved roads, water, underground electric, phone
and cable. Owner/Brokers. Dave Harper 263-2266, Plac-
itas Realty 867-8000.

AFFORDABLE PLACITAS $299,000. Beautifully open 2
bedroom, 2 bath with perfectly framed Sandia views!
Soaring ceiling, lots of natural light, great back yard,
kitchen island, radiant heat and 2 lofts. Wonderfully pri-
vate feeling 8/10 acre lot, just off convenient paved road
in Placitas. Northern NM style. Jet tub in master. Room
for horses. Placitas Realty 867-8000, Dave 263-2266.

PLACITAS NEW CONSTRUCTION $529,900. Conve-
nient 2,526 sq. ft., 4 bedroom 2-1/2 bath on 1.5 acres on
gently sloping meadow. Southwest style with exposed
beams, granite counters, master suite, huge windows
(with big Sandia views!), skylights, 3-car garage, spacious
portals and easy access to Highway 165. Custom kitchen,
2 courtyards. Dave 867-8000, Placitas Realty 263-2266.

F O R S A L E — M I S C E L L A N E O U S

~HEALIN~HEALIN G G WINDS MAWINDS MASSASSAGE~GE~

Treatments for Healing & Relaxation 

In Placitas since 1979 • Lic. #1226

Christina Wright Swank • 867-9541 / 280-3739

—“Health/Beauty,” continued next column

C LC L A S S I F I E D  A D SA S S I F I E D  A D S
— C— C O N T I N U E D —O N T I N U E D —

Tom Mankowsky
LAWN SPRINKLERS

Repairs / Installation • 892-7215 or 250-0301

Lic.#29769

L A N D S C A P I N G

HOUSECLEANING
—CONTINUED

HOUSECLEANING

H E A L T H /  B E A U T Y

H E A L T H /  B E A U T Y

F O R S A L E — V E H I C L E S

THE MERC GROCERY STORE IN PLACITAS is look-
ing for a part-time Deli/Bakery clerk. Immediate open-
ing! 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and every other Sunday. Great
hours, store discounts, and fun! Must have good cus-
tomer service skills and work well in a team environ-
ment. Call 867-8661 for application and interview.

DR. JIM FICKEY ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF
HIS PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE IN PLACITAS, NM.
Dr. Fickey has been in private practice in Santa Fe for
over 20 years. He uses an exlectic approach working
with depression/anxiety, relationship issues, addiction,
EMDR, and sexuality. He teaches at Southwestern Col-
lege in Santa Fe, supervising second-year graduate stu-
dents’ practicum in the Grief and Loss Program. If you
would like to make an appointment with Dr. Fickey,
please call his office at 505-986-8688.

HOUSECLEANING: SEEKING WEEKLY OR BI-
WEEKLY homes to clean on a regular basis. Excellent
Los Alamos and Santa Fe references. 20-plus years expe-
rience. Call 927-5486.

DRIVERS WANTED. Vision-impaired Placitas resident
(Cedar Creek) seeking good drivers for hire. My vehicle
or yours. References required. Call 517-9136.

HELP WANTED

RROSAOSA’S H’S HOO USUSECLEANINECLEANIN GG
~ Family Business in Bernalillo ~

Licensed  • Free Estimates
References Provided

771-0735  379-8652 

Local resident • 15 years experience
References provided • Placitas area 
Residential and Commercial Clean-Up

Call Lesia Graham—771-9457

AATMABODHTMABODH YYOGAOGA SSTUDIOTUDIO
Ongoing Beginning to Intermediate 
Classes in the Iyengar Tradition

WHERE: 878 Camino del Pueblo, Bernalillo
WHEN: Call for schedule.

ANIL POOVADAN—867-9222
� 1ST CLASS FREE �

BABY BUDDHA
Natural Remedies for Women, Infants & Children

“Online” Wellness Coaching
Specializing in the treatment of:
• Fertility enhancement
• Pre & Post Pregnancy issues
• Infant & Children’s Health
• Menopause
• Acute & Chronic Pain
• Weight Management

Dr. Ilse Hernandez-Allen
DOM, LMT, BA

(505) 573-1288

www.iahp.com/babybuddha • Helping one “womb” at a time

Claudia’s Housecleaning
• House

• Office

• Good references

• Good price

• Experienced

Call Claudia at 319-3514.

A Full Service Cleaning Company

The Home Solution
Serving the Placitas area 

for 16 years.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT:
The same workers you’ve known for years

Licensed, Bonded, & Insured

Call Karen at 771-0227

—“Housecleaning,” continued next column —“Landscaping,” continued next page

FOR SALE: HOMES/LAND
—CONTINUED

CCrranioSanioS acracral al TTherherapapyy
867-3778867-3778

BBy Ay Apppp oinointmentmentt

TTherherapap euticeutic
== HOT STONESHOT STONES ==

MM assageassage CCaatte A.e A. CClarlark,k,
LMT #4607LMT #4607

Licensed Brain Gym® Instructor

• Learn simple technology 
that allows you to use 
your brain efficiently.

• Help children do well in school.

• Free introductory classes 
in July and August.

Bea Resnick

Call for details: 771-2196

� EVAN’S LANDSCAPING SERVICE
Local teen scheduling summer work in Placitas area.
Digging, gravel spreading, weed control, planting, 

pathways, rock work, moving things, etc.
Experienced landscaper, hard-working. 

Reasonable hourly rate. Will consider odd jobs. 
Excellent local references!

�  Call Evan Belknap at 867-5603!  � 



FOR RENT: LOVELY SMALL HOUSE with wonderful
views in Placitas. One bdrm, study, washer/dryer, pri-
vate courtyard.Very clean and quiet. Single person, non-
smoker, no dogs. $600/month. Available Sept 1.
771-2203.
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—“Services,” continued next page

S E R V I C E S

S E R V I C E S

CCuussttoomm  LLaannddssccaappee  DDeessiiggnnss  
bbyy  BBiillll  WWhheellcchheell
Ponds & Waterfalls  

Irrigation
Bobcat Service

Sod & Gravel 
Xeriscaping

Terracing
AAllll  FFoorrmmss  ooff  LLaannddssccaappiinngg

889911--44330000

FOR RENT: 3 BDR, 2 BA HOME IN RANCHOS DE
PLACITAS. Wonderful views, quiet and private.
$1,200/mo. Available in September. 771-1111 for details.

FOR RENT—SUNNY CHARMING 1,400 sq. ft. home
on private acre 3 bdrms, 2 bath, hardwood floors. 2 miles
from I-25. $1,300 per month. Call Ellen—304 5859.

ROMERO LUMBER
• Big savings on #2-9’ landscaping RR Ties.

Also 1’-9’ in Grades 1 & 2 
• Santa Fe Brown and Sedona Red gravel 

• Flagstone in stunning colors • Designs available on 
flagstone. East Mountain cement—cart-away

Delivery Available VISA / MASTERCARD
836-4107 (Albq.) or 832-4604 (Edgewood)

LANDSCAPING
—CONTINUED

FOR RENT / RENTAL WANTED

FOR RENT / RENTAL WANTED

A-1 Quality Landscaping Materials
Railroad Ties 1-9 ft., Bundled Specials

Decorative Gravel: SF Brown, Santa Ana Tan, 
Cobble Stone, Desert Rose, Crusher Fines

Landscaping Materials: Fill Dirt, Washed Sand, 
Top Soil, Soil Builder, Plant Mix, and much more.

U-PICK UP OR WE DELIVER

Call 242-8181
3134 Bridge Blvd. SW, Albuquerque

All major credit cards accepted. We sell Firewood, too.

Support 
Signpost

advertisers!

They work 

hard to

provide 

you with

quality 

services, 

close to 

home.

Placitas resident

Kathy A. Prangley
Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

Two Locations 
to Serve You:

Rio Rancho
896-1600
1400 Barbara Loop SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

Placitas (by appt. only)

771-0020
204 Camino de las Huertas
Placitas, NM 87043

REMINDER
Placitas Recycling Center

Open
Every Saturday, 8:00–11:00 a.m.

The Placitas Recycling Center is located 
on the north side of Highway 165, 

one-half mile east of I-25.
The Center accepts: corrugated cardboard, 

brown paper bags, newspaper, mixed paper, 
polystyrene peanuts (double bagged), 

white office paper, aluminum, no. 1 & 2 plastic

Call 771-1311 to volunteer.
Visit: www.placitasrecycling.com

R E C Y C L I N G

BERNALILLO EXPEDITING
Art handling, packing and shipping

978 San Felipe in Bernalillo                     867.0553

PC PROBLEMS? MAC PROBLEMS? For software/
hardware installations, custom-built PCs, upgrades, re-
pairs, virus clean-ups and back-up solutions, call Harris
Associates 792-3934. On-site services, reasonable rates.
References available.

LUNATIQUE! IN YOUR KITCHEN
What are you waiting for? It’s only paint! 

Faux painting and color consults.
Call Riha—771-1006.

Professional &

NM HOME INVENTORY
ARE 
YOU 

PREPARED?

What if 
you lost 

everything 
today?

771-9443
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Professional &
Confidential Documentation

of your Personal Property

• Itemized inventory, digital and written

• Do it now to maximize 
future insurance claims

(505) 867-2605
29 Tres Amigos Rd. Placitas, NM 87043

PROPERTIES

SHEILA HAMMACK, Real Estate Broker

Specializing in
Property Management

Excellent Rates. Dependable Service.

A & A HAA & A HAULINGULING
Trash Hauling • Debris Removal

Landscape and Material Delivery 
Job Site Clean Up 
WE HAUL IT ALL!! 

References upon request.
Mention this ad and receive a discount.

450-9565



Defensive driving specialist—UPSUPS trained

JULY 9–20  •  8–11 aa..mm..
BERNALILLO HIGH SCHOOL

JULY 9–20  •  1–4 pp..mm..
IN ALBUQUERQUE

Al W. Guadagnoli

(505) 771-8334
Cell (505) 573-1824

“Responsible Driving Begins with You”
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THE HANDYMAN THAT CAN! Experienced profes-
sional available for your household, barn, and yard proj-
ects (including chainsaw work, digging, stacking,
hauling). Local, reliable, personable, and reasonable!
Matthew—771-2789.

NEW
MEXICO

Friday Trash Pickup
Call Wayne.

239-3971  •  771-4229
(Placitas Residents)

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

867-1444
Lic. #94065

Another Custom Home by

40 years of experience

S BUA ILTI DC ERAL SP

DESIGN BUILD REMODEL

HANDYMAN–HOME REPAIRS
“For those little jobs, you just 

don’t have time to do!”
25 years experience • Local references

Very dependable
WAYNE ROHAR

POBOX 937
867-5162

Bernalillo, NM 87004

NM Licensed Contractor: #88967

New Home Construction • Home Additions
Sheds • Decks • Built-In Outdoor Grills • Painting 

Electrical • Plumbing • Remodeling • Cabinet Making
Custom Furniture Making • Backhoe Work

Free Estimates

Call 250-1943 today!

Constructive Solutions

Tim Trujillo Roofs 
and Roof Repair

~ 350-3313 ~

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, and
stumps. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts, 505-473-4129
or 977-1981.

House and Pet Sitting
by Joanie

Experienced & Dependable
Local References

(505) 307-8029          Placitas, NM

Placitas
Pool & Spa Service

Complete
Service • Repair • Maintenance

867-6993
Clip This Ad and Place on Refrigerator for Future Reference

�

S E R V I C E S — C O N T I N U E D

Consolidated Builders 

For all your Home Improvement
and Preventative Maintenance Needs! 

No project too small. Remodel contractor.
Has the falling rain got your sheetrock down?

We can help. Drywall patching and repair of any size.

~ ~ ~ ~ GET READY FOR SUMMER ~ ~ ~ ~
Swamp cooler start-up; heater/boiler shut down & maintenance

Electrical • Tile • Cement • Painting • Stucco • WE DO IT ALL!
Insurance claims welcome  •  Licensed: GB 98 #059613  •  References upon request

Phone: 505-873-6139
Cell: 505-321-1913 

or 573-1729
E-mail: consolidatedbuilders@netscape.com

6123 Coors Boulevard SW
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87121

PPLLAACCIITTAASS HHAANNDDYYMMAANN
SPRING IS COMING!

Time to summerize your swamp cooler

Al Wood
771-1102

Repairs    •    Paint    •    Plumbing    •    and More

SSuummmmeerr  iiss  hheerree!!

~~~ PARTY SERVICE ~~~
I can help you set up, serve, bus, wash dishes, and 

clean up, so you can really enjoy your party.  
Experienced. References. Call 771-0797 ask for Pasqual.



GOT CLEAN
CARPETS?

THIS CLEAN?

GOT CLEAN
CARPETS?

THIS CLEAN?

FORMER CARPET CLEANERS TO 
THE CHICAGO CUBS, 1980-1998

(505) 771-1812
www.CelticCarpetCleaners.com

CELTIC CARPET CLEANERS by BOB LANGWORTHY

(505) 771-1812
www.CelticCarpetCleaners.com

CELTIC CARPET CLEANERS by BOB LANGWORTHY

Similies, silly
—UNCLE DUFFY

U N C L E D U F F Y

• Backhoe Work
• Bobcat Work & Hauling
• Light Demolition
• Driveways & Dirt Work
• Sand & Gravel
• Grading 

WILLSON
BUILDERS

867-2161

Lic. #055967
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S E R V I C E S — C O N T I N U E D

Wooden Custom Closets
Specializing in built-in bureaus and shelving.

Using only the best woods and materials
Fine craftsmanship with over 30 years of experience

Call to view portfolio and to receive free estimate

Paul Lanoie — 505-771-4844

TRACTOR AND DUMP TRUCK WORK that won’t 
cost you the farm. Front end loader work and grading, 

hauling of yard trash, driveways, pastures and lawns in-
stalled, weed and mud control. If you think I might be
able to help, please call Joe Shea: 867-9524 or 897-3869.

BILL COSTA PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Stucco Repair • Painting • Drywall Repair

“A company with a conscience.”

Lic. #604038 • References

242-2113  •  249-7211

DESERT FLOWER, EST. 1984—CARPET AND FURNI-
TURE CLEANING. Pet odor and stain removal. Wool,
silk, and area rugs. Autos and RVs. Carpet protector.
Cleaning and resealing—tile, grout, natural stone floor,
and counter tops. P. O. Box 5016, Bernalillo, NM 87004.
www.desertflowercarpetcleaning.com. (505) 867-4493.

J & J UTILITIES, LLC, SAYS “THANKS, PLACITAS!" 
for supporting us in our years as J & J Utilities. 
We have served the community for more than 15 years
with pride! Most of you know us for our water services
and utility work. We would like to let the community
know that we also do: Bobcat, Loader, Compaction,
Preliminary & Finish Grading, Culvert Installation,
Site Preparation, Scrubbing, Road Building, Road
Grading and any type of Demolition Work. Also, 

Well System Maintenance & Services, Water System 
Construction (small, large or design), and as always

Backhoe and Dump Truck Work! PNM qualified 
Utility Trenching and Backfilling is also a specialty!! 

We have never advertised in the past, as the 
community has always supported us by word of mouth,

but we get people saying all the time," I didn’t know
you did that." So, here you go! Thanks, again, Placitas!

MICHAEL'S 
GOOD ‘N’ EASY-ON-YOUR-WALLET

WINDOW CLEANING 
Call for free estimates for 

Residential • Commercial • New Construction

Call 505-310-2264

Her face was a perfect oval, like a circle that
had its two sides gently compressed by a
Thigh Master.

His thoughts tumbled in his head, making
and breaking alliances like underpants in a
dryer without Cling Free.

He spoke with the wisdom that can only
come from experience, like a guy who went
blind because he looked at a solar eclipse
without one of those boxes with a pinhole in
it and now goes around the country speaking
at high schools about the dangers of looking
at a solar eclipse without one of those boxes
with a pinhole in it.

She grew on him like she was a colony of E.
coli, and he was room-temperature Canadian
beef.

She had a deep, throaty, genuine laugh, like
that sound a dog makes just before it throws
up.

Her vocabulary was as bad as, like, whatever.

He was as tall as a six-foot, three-inch tree.

The revelation that his marriage of thirty
years had disintegrated because of his wife's
infidelity came as a rude shock, like a sur-
charge at a formerly surcharge-free ATM ma-
chine.

The little boat gently drifted across the pond
exactly the way a bowling ball wouldn't.

From the attic came an unearthly howl. The
whole scene had an eerie, surreal quality, like
when you're on vacation in another city and
Jeopardy comes on at 7:00 p.m. instead of 7:30.

Her hair glistened in the rain like a nose hair
after a sneeze.

Long separated by cruel fate, the star-crossed
lovers raced across the grassy field toward
each other like two freight trains, one having
left Cleveland at 6:36 p.m. traveling at 55
mph, the other from Topeka at 4:19 p.m. at a
speed of 35 mph.

They lived in a typical suburban neighbor-
hood with picket fences that resembled Nan-
cy Kerrigan's teeth.

John and Mary had never met. They were
like two hummingbirds who had also never
met.

He fell for her like his heart was a mob in-
formant, and she was the East River.

Even in his last years, Granddad had a mind
like a steel trap, only one that had been left
out so long, it had rusted shut.

Shots rang out, as shots are wont to do.

The plan was simple, like my brother-in-law
George. But unlike George, this plan just
might work.

The young fighter had a hungry look, the
kind you get from not eating for a while.

He was as lame as a duck. Not the metaphor-
ical lame duck, either, but a real duck that
was actually lame, maybe from stepping on a
land mine or something.

The ballerina rose gracefully en pointe and
extended one slender leg behind her, like a
dog at a fire hydrant.

It was an American tradition, like fathers
chasing kids around with power tools.

He was deeply in love. When she spoke, he
thought he heard bells, as if she were a
garbage truck backing up.

More Heard around the West
—BETSY MARSTON

CALIFORNIA—Sometimes you can be too vigilant. Some-
one who spotted a black bag on the side of a road in east-
ern California reported that it had a suspiciously “foul
odor.” A sheriff’s deputy investigated, says the Grass Valley-
Nevada City Union. Inside the bag, wrapped in a blue towel,
was a dead fish.

MONTANA AND ALASKA—A big bad wolf killed more
than 120 sheep in eastern Montana last year, but don’t
blame one of Yellowstone’s wild wolves, says the Billings
Gazette. The culprit was a domestic animal, the product of
“human-manipulated breeding” combining genes from
wolves in the Great Lakes region, Alaska and the Lower 48
states. “You just don’t see that Heinz 57 hodgepodge in
wild wolves,” said Carolyn Sime, head of Montana’s wolf
program. No one has a clue about where the voracious
sheep-eater came from, she added, since the domestic wolf
business is a “closeted industry.” Meanwhile, in Juneau,
Alaska, a lone black wolf dubbed “Romeo” by locals loves
to romp with dogs on frozen Mendenhall Lake; he’s even
allowed people to touch him. The Juneau Empire newspaper
ran pictures of Romeo loping off with a pet pug in his
mouth, as if the dog were a rabbit. The wolf finally
dropped the pug — apparently unharmed — on its back.
Because animals that lose their fear of humans often end up
shot, state biologists may pepper the friendly wolf with
beanbags or rubber bullets to teach it to back off.

NEVADA—As the Salt Lake Tribune put it, “Not everything
done in Vegas stays in Vegas.” The Utah-based online ge-
nealogy service Ancestry.com recently posted marriage and
divorce records for Las Vegas from 1956 through 2005, so
celebrity groupies can now look up the unions and dis-
unions of everyone from Elizabeth Taylor to Elvis Presley.

Betsy Marston is editor of Writers on the Range, a service of
High Country News in Paonia, Colorado (betsym@hcn.org). Tips
of Western oddities are always appreciated and often shared in the
column, Heard around the West.


